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Table B2.1 : Prescriptions & Defined Daily Doses per 1 000 population : 2003/04
NHS board, drug type

Methadone Methadone Dihydrocodeine Buprenorphine Diazepam Temazepam
Mixture Other1

Prescriptions per 1 000 population 2

Scotland   76   0   86   1   154   82

Argyll & Clyde   84   0   69   2   150   79
Ayrshire & Arran   124   0   104   1   143   73
Borders   11   0   89   0   133   110
Dumfries & Galloway   77   0   83   2   172   98
Fife   39   0   70   2   127   67
Forth Valley   24   0   84   1   122   91
Grampian   57   0   76   2   116   70
Greater Glasgow   155   1   95   1   210   89
Highland   18   1   90   1   159   77
Lanarkshire   70   0   66   2   162   76
Lothian   53   0   96   1   130   81
Orkney   0 -   54   2   87   58
Shetland   41   0   46   7   143   42
Tayside   59   1   110   0   178   93
Western Isles   0   0   102   3   174   146

Defined Daily Doses per 1 000 population 2

Scotland  2 538   14  2 617   61  3 830  2 054

Argyll & Clyde  2 442   6  1 877   85  2 991  1 925
Ayrshire & Arran  2 605   11  2 766   18  3 657  1 804
Borders   355   13  2 060   8  2 648  2 121
Dumfries & Galloway  1 350   3  2 041   44  3 468  2 148
Fife  1 157   6  2 152   46  3 217  1 669
Forth Valley   875   1  2 428   14  2 465  2 263
Grampian  1 427   22  2 230   42  2 931  1 748
Greater Glasgow  6 323   22  2 725   142  5 150  2 188
Highland   398   21  1 967   31  2 631  1 609
Lanarkshire  1 531   6  1 945   63  3 549  2 018
Lothian  2 608   14  3 841   57  4 822  2 188
Orkney   21 -  1 420   22  1 154  1 498
Shetland   438   1  1 023   245  2 006   792
Tayside  2 004   24  3 484   12  4 502  2 734
Western Isles   8   3  2 573   31  3 193  3 169

1  These figures include linctus, tablets and injections
2  Data is  expressed as per 1 000 population, based on GRO mid year estimates.  

- (zero); 0 (>0.0 & <0.5)

Source : ISD Scotland - Prescribing Information System (PIS).



Table B2.2 : Prescriptions & Defined Daily Doses per 1 000 population : 1995/96, 1999/00 - 2003/04
drug type 

1995/96 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04

Prescriptions per 1 000 population 2

Total   347   368   372   383   394   400

Methadone Mixture   26   48   53   62   71   76
Methadone Other1   1   0   0   0   0   0
Dihydrocodeine   69   85   86   86   87   86
Buprenorphine   3   1   1   1   1   1
Diazepam   109   133   138   144   150   154
Temazepam   139   101   94   89   86   82

Defined Daily Doses per 1 000 population 2

Total  8 905  9 560  9 813  10 152  10 718  11 114

Methadone Mixture   596  1 193  1 415  1 728  2 135  2 538
Methadone Other1   26   12   12   11   12   14
Dihydrocodeine  1 759  2 312 2 395  2 472  2 570  2 617
Buprenorphine   40   24   24   23   26   61
Diazepam  2 596  3 353  3 513  3 620  3 795  3 830
Temazepam  3 888  2 666  2 453  2 298  2 180  2 054

1  These figures include linctus, tablets and injections
2  Data is  expressed as per 1 000 population, based on GRO mid year estimates.  

- (zero); 0 (>0.0 & <0.5)

Source : ISD Scotland - Prescribing Information System (PIS).



Table B2.3 : Prescriptions for Methadone Mixture : 1999/00 - 2003/04
NHS board of prescription, number and rate per 1 000 population1

1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04

Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate

Methadone Mixture

Scotland  243 481   48  274 450   53  319 361   62  358 389   71  385 757   76

Argyll & Clyde  21 805   51  24 319   57  27 967   66  31 782   76  35 068   84
Ayrshire & Arran  25 415   68  26 576   71  34 381   92  40 655   111  45 694   124
Borders   424   4   521   5   691   6  1 161   11  1 153   11
Dumfries & Galloway  6 567   45  7 238   50  7 880   54  8 027   54  11 396   77
Fife  9 537   27  11 398   33  12 159   35  13 432   38  13 867   39
Forth Valley  2 569   9  3 094   11  3 954   14  4 587   16  6 772   24
Grampian  23 017   44  26 931   51  29 917   57  29 388   56  29 813   57
Greater Glasgow  87 369   96  98 897   109  115 049   127  131 186   151  134 691   155
Highland  2 477   12  2 388   11  2 201   11  2 811   14  3 857   18
Lanarkshire  24 956   44  28 940   51  34 560   62  37 982   69  38 555   70
Lothian  23 178   30  26 312   34  30 818   39  34 877   45  41 290   53
Orkney   16   1   9 -   24   1   17   1   9   0
Shetland   365   16   652   29   723   33   745   34   898   41
Tayside  15 775   41  17 172   45  19 035   50  21 734   56  22 691   59
Western Isles   11   0   3 -   2 -   5   0   3   0

1  Data is  expressed as per 1 000 population, based on GRO mid year estimates.  

- (zero); 0 (>0.0 & <0.5)

Source : ISD Scotland - Prescribing Information System (PIS).



Table B2.4 : Costs and fees1 for Methadone mixture : 2003/04
NHS board of dispensing

Cost  of Cost of fees1 (£) Cost of fees1 & Cost of fees1 as a Cost of fees1 & ingredients
ingredients (£) ingredients (£) percentage of total cost per 1 000 population2 (£)

Scotland 4 808 917 6 866 850 11 675 768 59%  2 309

Argyll & Clyde  372 055  101 302  473 357 21%  1 135
Ayrshire & Arran  360 350  634 544  994 894 64%  2 710
Borders  14 372  17 717  32 089 55%   296
Dumfries & Galloway  75 144  75 170  150 314 50%  1 021
Fife  153 967  248 547  402 514 62%  1 144
Forth Valley  91 984  255 514  347 498 74%  1 242
Grampian  286 283  139 368  425 652 33%   813
Greater Glasgow 2 049 690 3 620 137 5 669 827 64%  6 544
Highland  30 912  54 719  85 631 64%   410
Lanarkshire  313 639  503 836  817 474 62%  1 477
Lothian  764 132  821 343 1 585 475 52%  2 033
Orkney   151   19   170 11%   9
Shetland  3 668  7 380  11 047 67%   505
Tayside  292 495  387 152  679 647 57%  1 758
Western Isles   75   103   179 58%   7

1  Dispensing fees only i.e. excludes supervision and controlled drug fees.
2  Data is  expressed as per 1 000 population, based on GRO mid year estimates.  

Source : ISD Scotland - Prescribing Information System (PIS).



Table B2.5 : Instalment dispensing of methadone mixture : 2003/041

NHS board of dispensing

Qty Disp2 No. Disps3 No. of Items4 Disps/Item5 Qty Per Item6 Qty Per Disp7 % of total dispensed
(a) (b) (c) in instalments8

Scotland 294 904 358 4 083 589  330 018   12   894   72 86%

Argyll & Clyde 24 059 695  407 915  31 760   13   758   59 91%
Ayrshire & Arran 21 674 259  297 371  40 890   7   530   73 89%
Borders  797 019  9 798   845   12   943   81 73%
Dumfries & Galloway 4 434 693  89 838  9 337   10   475   49 82%
Fife 8 875 784  138 687  10 584   13   839   64 76%
Forth Valley 5 157 393  107 271  5 525   19   933   48 82%
Grampian 17 032 307  291 671  25 659   11   664   58 86%
Greater Glasgow 129 035 340 1 776 402  122 856   14  1 050   73 91%
Highland 1 631 182  26 496  2 915   9   560   62 76%
Lanarkshire 17 957 867  282 267  25 807   11   696   64 67%
Lothian 46 379 572  401 329  33 677   12  1 377   116 82%
Orkney - - - - - - 0%
Shetland  191 156  4 138   716   6   267   46 80%
Tayside 17 673 128  250 347  19 444   13   909   71 86%
Western Isles  4 965   59   3   20  1 655   84 100%

1  Due to a change in data collection methods, it is not appropriate to compare these figures with those presented in previous years.
2  Quantity dispensed in milligrams.
3  Number of occasions an item is dispensed.
4  Number of prescriptions.
5  Number of dispensings per item = (b)/(c).
6  Quantity per item = (a)/(c).
7  Quantity per dispensing = (a)/(b).
8  Percentage of total dispensed (singly and in instalments).

Source : ISD Scotland - Prescribing Information System (PIS).


