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ÄêçìÖÜí=íçÖÉíÜÉê=íç=êÉ~ÅÜ=~ÖêÉÉãÉåí=çå=~=ÅçåëáëíÉåí=ÅçÇáåÖ=Ñê~ãÉïçêâ=íç=ÄÉ=ìëÉÇ=áå=ÑìíìêÉ=~Åêçëë=
båÖä~åÇI=t~äÉëI=pÅçíä~åÇ=~åÇ=kçêíÜÉêå=fêÉä~åÇDK=dolp=ï~ë=êÉéêÉëÉåíÉÇ=çå=íÜáë=Öêçìé=~åÇ=íÜáë=é~éÉê=
éêÉëÉåíë=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=ÇêìÖJêÉä~íÉÇ=ÇÉ~íÜë=ìëáåÖ=íÜÉ=~ééêç~ÅÜ=~ÖêÉÉÇK==
=
OK= qÜÉ= åÉï= Ä~ëÉäáåÉ= ÅçîÉêë= íÜÉ= ÑçääçïáåÖ= Å~ìëÉ= çÑ= ÇÉ~íÜ= Å~íÉÖçêáÉë= EíÜÉ= êÉäÉî~åí= ÅçÇÉë= Ñêçã= íÜÉ=
fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=`ä~ëëáÑáÅ~íáçå=çÑ=aáëÉ~ëÉëI=qÉåíÜ=oÉîáëáçå=Ef`aNMFI=~êÉ=ÖáîÉå=áå=Äê~ÅâÉíëFW=
~F= ÇÉ~íÜë=ïÜÉêÉ=íÜÉ=ìåÇÉêäóáåÖ=Å~ìëÉ=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜ=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ÅçÇÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=ëìÄJÅ~íÉÖçêáÉë=çÑ==

ÚãÉåí~ä=~åÇ=ÄÉÜ~îáçìê~ä=ÇáëçêÇÉêë=ÇìÉ=íç=éëóÅÜç~ÅíáîÉ=ëìÄëí~åÅÉ=ìëÉÛW=
EáF= çéáçáÇë=EcNNFX=
EááF= Å~åå~ÄáåçáÇë=EcNOFX=
EáááF= ëÉÇ~íáîÉë=çê=ÜóéåçíáÅë=EcNPFX=
EáîF= ÅçÅ~áåÉ=EcNQFX=
EîF= çíÜÉê=ëíáãìä~åíëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=Å~ÑÑÉáåÉ=EcNRFX=
EîáF= Ü~ääìÅáåçÖÉåë=EcNSFX=~åÇ=
EîááF= ãìäíáéäÉ=ÇêìÖ=ìëÉ=~åÇ=ìëÉ=çÑ=çíÜÉê=éëóÅÜç~ÅíáîÉ=ëìÄëí~åÅÉë=EcNVFK=

ÄF= ÇÉ~íÜë=ÅçÇÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=Å~íÉÖçêáÉë=~åÇ=ïÜÉêÉ=~=ÇêìÖ=äáëíÉÇ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=jáëìëÉ=çÑ=aêìÖë=^Åí=
ENVTNF=ï~ë=âåçïå=íç=ÄÉ=éêÉëÉåí=áå=íÜÉ=ÄçÇó=~í=íÜÉ=íáãÉ=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜW=

EáF= ~ÅÅáÇÉåí~ä=éçáëçåáåÖ=EuQM=Ó=uQQFX=
EááF= áåíÉåíáçå~ä= ëÉäÑJéçáëçåáåÖ= Äó= ÇêìÖëI= ãÉÇáÅ~ãÉåíë= ~åÇ= ÄáçäçÖáÅ~ä= ëìÄëí~åÅÉë= EuSM= Ó=

uSQFX=
EáááF= ~ëë~ìäí=Äó=ÇêìÖëI=ãÉÇáÅ~ãÉåíë=~åÇ=ÄáçäçÖáÅ~ä=ëìÄëí~åÅÉë=EuURFX=~åÇ=
EáîF= ÉîÉåí=çÑ=ìåÇÉíÉêãáåÉÇ=áåíÉåíI=éçáëçåáåÖ=EvNM=Ó=vNQFK=
=

PK=`~íÉÖçêáÉë=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜ=ÉñÅäìÇÉÇW==
~F= ÇÉ~íÜë=ÅçÇÉÇ=íç=ãÉåí~ä=~åÇ=ÄÉÜ~îáçìê~ä=ÇáëçêÇÉêë=ÇìÉ=íç=íÜÉ=ìëÉ=çÑ=~äÅçÜçä=EcNMFI=íçÄ~ÅÅç=EcNTF=

~åÇ=îçä~íáäÉ=ëìÄëí~åÅÉë=EcNUFX=
ÄF= ÇÉ~íÜë=ÅçÇÉÇ=íç=ÇêìÖ=~ÄìëÉ=ïÜáÅÜ=ïÉêÉ=Å~ìëÉÇ=Äó=ëÉÅçåÇ~êó=áåÑÉÅíáçåë=~åÇ=êÉä~íÉÇ=

ÅçãéäáÅ~íáçåë=EÑçê=Éñ~ãéäÉ=íÜÉ=OM=çê=ëç=ÇÉ~íÜë=áå=OMMM=Å~ìëÉÇ=Äó=ÅäçëíêáÇáìã=åçîóá=áåÑÉÅíáçåFX=
ÅF= ÇÉ~íÜë=Ñêçã=^fap=ïÜÉêÉ=íÜÉ=êáëâ=Ñ~Åíçê=ï~ë=ÄÉäáÉîÉÇ=íç=ÄÉ=íÜÉ=ëÜ~êáåÖ=çÑ=åÉÉÇäÉëX=
ÇF= ÇÉ~íÜë=Ñêçã=êç~Ç=íê~ÑÑáÅ=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=~ÅÅáÇÉåíë=ïÜáÅÜ=çÅÅìêêÉÇ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=áåÑäìÉåÅÉ=çÑ=ÇêìÖëX=~åÇ=
ÉF= ÇÉ~íÜë=ïÜÉêÉ=~=ÇêìÖ=äáëíÉÇ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=jáëìëÉ=çÑ=aêìÖë=^Åí=ï~ë=éêÉëÉåí=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=áí=ï~ë=é~êí=çÑ=~=

ÅçãéçìåÇ=~å~äÖÉëáÅ=çê=ÅçäÇ=êÉãÉÇóW=ëéÉÅáÑáÅ=Éñ~ãéäÉë=~êÉW=
`çJéêçñ~ãçäW= é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçäI=ÇÉñíêçéêçéçñóéÜÉåÉ=
`çJÇóÇê~ãçäW= é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçäI=ÇáÜóÇêçÅçÇÉáåÉ=
`çJÅçÇ~ãçäW=é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçäI=ÅçÇÉáåÉ=ëìäéÜ~íÉ=

^ää=íÜêÉÉ=çÑ=íÜÉëÉ=ÅçãéçìåÇ=~å~äÖÉëáÅëI=Äìí=é~êíáÅìä~êäó=ÅçJéêçñ~ãçäI=~êÉ=Åçããçåäó=ìëÉÇ=áå=
ëìáÅáÇ~ä=çîÉêÇçëÉëK=
=
kçíÉW=^ë=áí=áë=ÄÉäáÉîÉÇ=íÜ~í=ÇÉñíêçéêçéçñóéÜÉåÉ=áë=ê~êÉäó=áÑ=ÉîÉê=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=çíÜÉê=íÜ~å=~ë=~=ÅçåëíáíìÉåí=çÑ=~=
é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçä=ÅçãéçìåÇI=áí=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=áÖåçêÉÇ=çå=~ää=çÅÅ~ëáçåë=EÉîÉå=áÑ=íÜÉêÉ=áë=åç=ãÉåíáçå=çÑ=~=ÅçãéçìåÇ=
~å~äÖÉëáÅ=çê=é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçäFK=eçïÉîÉêI=ÇÉ~íÜë=áåîçäîáåÖ=ÅçÇÉáåÉ=çê=ÇáÜóÇêçÅçÇÉáåÉ=ïáíÜçìí=ãÉåíáçå=çÑ=
é~ê~ÅÉí~ãçä=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=áåÅäìÇÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=Ä~ëÉäáåÉ=~ë=íÜÉëÉ=ÇêìÖë=~êÉ=êçìíáåÉäó=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=çå=íÜÉáê=çïå=~åÇ=
âåçïå=íç=ÄÉ=~ÄìëÉÇ=áå=íÜáë=ÑçêãK=

 
 



 

ME4 

Annex B 
 
General Register Office for Scotland         Crown Office 

 
Confidential form to be completed in all deaths involving drugs, solvents or poisons 

 
This information is essential for the correct coding and monitoring of drug-related deaths.   
If you have any queries about the form or its completion, please contact Graham Jackson, telephone 0131 314 4229. 
 
Please complete the form and return it, in the pre-paid addressed envelope provided, to: 

Vital Events & NHS Branch 
General Register Office for Scotland 
Ladywell House 
Ladywell Road 
Edinburgh EH12 7TF 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of deceased 

Date of birth        Date of death 

Place of death       Usual residence 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions (please tick) 
 
1 Was alcohol involved in this death?      Yes � No�  Not known� 
  If "Yes" what was the blood/alcohol level in mg/100ml? 
 
2 If any other drugs or solvents were involved in this death, please specify the principal drug or solvent found in a fatal 

dose:- IF NONE GO TO QUESTION 9 
 
 
3 Please specify any other drugs or solvents involved in this death. 
 
 
 
4 Was the deceased a known or suspected habitual drug or solvent abuser? Yes � No�  Not known� 
 IF YES GO TO QUESTION 7 
 
5 Was the deceased a novice or experimenting drug or solvent abuser?  Yes � No�  Not known� 
 IF YES GO TO QUESTION 7 
 
6 Was there any evidence from the police report or autopsy of a long-standing drug or solvent-abusing history? 
          Yes � No�  Not Known� NA� 
7 Do you believe this overdose to have been:- 

accidental   �  
suicidal   �  
homicidal   �  
or unknown/uncertain? �  

 
8 Were the drugs prescribed to the deceased? 
          Yes � No� Not Known� N/A� 
 
9 Any other comments or information which may help in coding this death? 
 



Table C6.1 : Drug-related deaths by cause of death : 1996 - 2003

Scotland Drug abuse Accidental Intentional Assault by Undetermined
poisoning self-poisoning drugs, etc.

(F11-F16, F19) (X40-X44) (X60-X64) (Y85) (Y10-Y14)

1996   244   175   10   41 -   18
1997   224   142   14   42 -   26
1998   249   179   16   32 -   22
1999   291   227   12   19   1   32
2000   292   220   11   34 -   27
2001   332   227   19   34 -   52
2002   382   280   17   30 -   55
2003   317   216   15   40 -   46

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).

Cause of death category (ICD10 codes)



Table C6.2 : Drug related deaths : 1996 - 2003
NHS board, council area of residence and age

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Scotland   244   224   249   291   292   332   382   317

by NHS board

Argyll & Clyde   18   16   23   30   31   22   31   27
Ayrshire & Arran   3   6   4   15   20   35   33   19
Borders   2   1   1 -   1   1 -   2
Dumfries & Galloway   4   7   4   7   7   8   9   9
Fife   3   8   13   9   12   11   12   12
Forth Valley -   4   2   8   4   9   24   12
Grampian   29   22   26   38   31   46   47   37
Greater Glasgow   90   67   93   100   104   96   126   107
Highland   2   3   1   7   1   5   8   7
Lanarkshire   11   12   21   23   29   24   37   25
Lothian   58   48   37   39   37   54   39   40
Orkney - - - - - - - -
Shetland - -   1 -   1   1   1 -
Tayside   24   30   23   14   14   19   14   19
Western Isles - - -   1 -   1   1   1

by council area

Aberdeen City   24   13   20   22   22   32   34   21
Aberdeenshire   4   7   6   11   6   14   9   13
Angus                                             -   2   4   2   3   1   4   5
Argyll & Bute   1 -   1   1   3   1   5   3
Clackmannanshire -   1   2 - - -   7   2
Dumfries & Galloway   4   7   4   7   7   8   9   9
Dundee City   18   22   12   12   7   13   6   9
East Ayrshire -   1   2   6   3   10   12   3
East Dunbartonshire   2   3   5   2   4   3   1   6
East Lothian   4   4   1   2   1   2   6   4
East Renfrewshire   1 -   3   3   4   3   5   3
Edinburgh, City of   44   33   29   25   28   39   27   26
Eilean Siar - - -   1 -   1   1   1
Falkirk -   2 -   5   1   7   8   6
Fife   3   8   13   9   12   11   12   12
Glasgow City   83   59   83   91   96   84   111   93
Highland   2   3   1   7   1   5   8   7
Inverclyde   8   5   9   12   11   12   8   7
Midlothian   2   4   4   4   3   5   2   3
Moray   1   2 -   5   3 -   4   3
North Ayrshire   2   2   2   5   11   15   14   9
North Lanarkshire   6   7   12   11   18   12   28   22
Orkney Islands - - - - - - - -
Perth & Kinross   6   6   7 -   4   5   4   5
Renfrewshire   6   6   10   11   11   5   9   11
Scottish Borders   2   1   1 -   1   1 -   2
Shetland Islands - -   1 -   1   1   1 -
South Ayrshire   1   3 -   4   6   10   7   7
South Lanarkshire   7   7   11   17   12   16   14   8
Stirling -   1 -   3   3   2   9   4
West Dunbartonshire   5   8   3   5   5   6   13   6
West Lothian   8   7   3   8   5   8   4   7

by age

< 15 - -   1 - -   1 - -
15 - 19   19   21   23   26   20   23   23 18
20 - 24   67   55   64   68   53   56   77 60
25 - 29   47   49   62   76   68   67   91 51
30 - 34   56   40   41   42   58   73   62 72
35 - 39   18   22   22   39   42   44   55 59
40 - 44   14   9   15   23   27   25   37 21
45 - 49   8   10   7   4   8   22   20 9
50 - 54   5   4   2   6   8   9   7 11
55 - 59   3   3   2   3   1   6   6 10
60 & over   7   11   10   4   7   6   4 6

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).



Table C6.3 : Drug related deaths by cause of death : 2003
NHS board and council area of residence

Total Drug abuse Accidental Intentional Assault by Undetermined
poisoning self-poisoning drugs, etc.

(F11-F16, F19) (X40-X44) (X60-X64) (Y85) (Y10-Y14)

Scotland   317   216   15   40 -   46

by NHS board

Argyll & Clyde   27   22   1   1 -   3
Ayrshire & Arran   19   11 -   4 -   4
Borders   2   1 - -   1
Dumfries & Galloway   9   7 -   1 -   1
Fife   12   7 -   2 -   3
Forth Valley   12   5 -   1 -   6
Grampian   37   27   3   3 -   4
Greater Glasgow   107   81   7   13 -   6
Highland   7   1   1   2 -   3
Lanarkshire   25   20 -   2 -   3
Lothian   40   23   2   9 -   6
Orkney - - - - - -
Shetland - - - - - -
Tayside   19   11 -   2 -   6
Western Isles   1 -   1 - - -

by council area

Aberdeen City   21   17   2 - -   2
Aberdeenshire   13   7   1   3 -   2
Angus   5   4 -   1 - -
Argyll & Bute   3   2 - - -   1
Clackmannanshire   2 - -   1 -   1
Dumfries & Galloway   9   7 -   1 -   1
Dundee City   9   5 -   1 -   3
East Ayrshire   3   2 -   1 - -
East Dunbartonshire   6   4   1   1 - -
East Lothian   4   2 -   2 - -
East Renfrewshire   3   2 -   1 - -
Edinburgh, City of   26   16 -   6 -   4
Eilean Siar   1 -   1 - - -
Falkirk   6   3 - - -   3
Fife   12   7 -   2 -   3
Glasgow City   93   73   5   9 -   6
Highland   7   1   1   2 -   3
Inverclyde   7   6 - - -   1
Midlothian   3   3 - - - -
Moray   3   3 - - - -
North Ayrshire   9   4 -   2 -   3
North Lanarkshire   22   17 -   3 -   2
Orkney Islands - - - - - -
Perth & Kinross   5   2 - - -   3
Renfrewshire   11   8   1   1 -   1
Scottish Borders   2   1 - - -   1
Shetland Islands - - - - - -
South Ayrshire   7   5 -   1 -   1
South Lanarkshire   8   6   1 - -   1
Stirling   4   2 - - -   2
West Dunbartonshire   6   5 -   1 - -
West Lothian   7   2   2   1 -   2

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).

Cause of death category (ICD10 codes)



Table C6.4 : Drug related deaths by cause of death : 2003
age group and gender

Total Drug abuse Accidental Intentional Assault by Undetermined
poisoning self-poisoning drugs, etc.

(F11-F16, F19) (X40-X44) (X60-X64) (Y85) (Y10-Y14)

Scotland  3 17  2 16   15   40 -   46

by age group

15 - 19   18   11   4   1 -   2
20 - 24   60   45   3   4 -   8
25 - 29   51   41 -   4 -   6
30 - 34   72   56   2   4 -   10
35 - 39   59   39   4   7 -   9
40 - 44   21   14   1   2 -   4
45 - 49   9   4   1   3 -   1
50 - 54   11   3 -   6 -   2
55 - 59   10   3 -   5 -   2
60 & over   6 - -   4 -   2

by gender

Males  2 56  1 90   12   24 -   30
Females   61   26   3   16 -   16

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).

Cause of death category (ICD10 codes)



Table C6.5 : Drug related deaths by selected drugs involved1 : 1996 - 2003

Heroin/ Diazepam Methadone Temazepam Cocaine Ecstasy
morphine 2

1996   84   84   100   48   3   9
1997   74   93   86   33   5   2
1998   121   113   64   58   4   3
1999   167   142   63   56   12   8
2000   196   146   55   39   4   11
2001   216   156   69   20   19   20
2002   248   214   98   16   31   20
2003   175   153   87   35   29   14

1  Individual deaths often involved more than one of these drugs.  The numbers given are mentions of the drug and should not be
    added to give total deaths.
2  It is believed that that for the overwhelming majority of cases where morphine has been identified in post-mortem toxicological
    tests its presence is a result of heroin use. This table therefore shows a combined figure for 'heroin/morphine'.

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).



Table C6.6 : Drug related deaths by selected drugs involved1 : 2003
NHS board and council area of residence

Heroin/ Diazepam Methadone Temazepam Cocaine Ecstasy
morphine 2

Scotland   175   153   87   35   29   14

by NHS Board

Argyll & Clyde   22   13   4   7 -   1
Ayrshire & Arran   12   6   4   2   1 -
Borders   1 - - - - -
Dumfries & Galloway   6   3   1   3 - -
Fife   4   1   4   1 -   1
Forth Valley   7   3   1   2 - -
Grampian   27   15   5   2   3   2
Greater Glasgow   60   72   40   10   20   6
Highland -   1   2   2 - -
Lanarkshire   19   16   4   2   4   1
Lothian   9   18   19   2   1   2
Orkney - - - - - -
Shetland - - - - - -
Tayside   8   4   2   2 - -
Western Isles -   1   1 - -   1

by council area

Aberdeen City   15   8   2   1   3   1
Aberdeenshire   9   6   3   1 -   1
Angus   2   1   1 - - -
Argyll & Bute   3   2 -   1 - -
Clackmannanshire   1 - - - - -
Dumfries & Galloway   6   3   1   3 - -
Dundee City   3   1 -   1 - -
East Ayrshire   2   2 -   1 - -
East Dunbartonshire   4   4   1 -   1 -
East Lothian -   3   3 - - -
East Renfrewshire   2   2   1 - - -
Edinburgh, City of   7   12   12   1 -   1
Eilean Siar -   1   1 - -   1
Falkirk   3   1   1 - - -
Fife   4   1   4   1 -   1
Glasgow City   50   65   37   10   19   6
Highland -   1   2   2 - -
Inverclyde   6   1   1   6 - -
Midlothian - -   3 - - -
Moray   3   1 - - - -
North Ayrshire   6   2 - -   1 -
North Lanarkshire   16   15   1   1   4 -
Orkney Islands - - - - - -
Perth & Kinross   3   2   1   1 - -
Renfrewshire   8   8   3 - - -
Scottish Borders   1 - - - - -
Shetland Islands - - - - - -
South Ayrshire   4   2   4   1 - -
South Lanarkshire   7   2   3   1 -   1
Stirling   3   2 -   2 - -
West Dunbartonshire   5   2   1 - -   1
West Lothian   2   3   1   1   1   1

1  Individual deaths often involved more than one of these drugs.  The numbers given are mentions of the drug and should not be
    added to give total deaths.
2  It is believed that that for the overwhelming majority of cases where morphine has been identified in post-mortem toxicological
    tests its presence is a result of heroin use. This table therefore shows a combined figure for 'heroin/morphine'.

Source : General Register Office for Scotland (GROS).


