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Summary of results for 1999

Recent trends (Table 101)
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Health board areas (Table 102)
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Age groups (Table 103)
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Types of drug (Table 104)
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General Register Office for Scotland  Crown Office

Confidential form to be completed in all deaths involving drugs, solvents or poisons

This information is essential for the correct coding and monitoring of drug-related deaths.

If you have any queries about the form or its completion, please contact Graham Jackson, telephone 0131 314 4229.

Please complete the form and return it, in the pre-paid addressed envelope provided, to:

Vital Events Branch
General Register Office for Scotland
Ladywell House
Ladywell Road
Edinburgh EH12 7TF

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of deceased

Date of birth Date of death

Place of death Usual residence
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions (please tick)

1 Was alcohol involved in this death? Yes No Not Known

If “Yes” what was the blood/alcohol level in mg/100ml?

2 If any other drugs or solvents were involved in this death, please specify the principal drug or solvent found in a fatal dose

[ If NONE go to Question 9 ]

3 Please specify any other drugs or solvents involved in this death.

4 Was the deceased a known or suspected habitual drug or solvent abuser? Yes No Not Known

[ If YES go to Question 7 ]

5 Was the deceased a novice or experimenting drug or solvent abuser? Yes No Not Known

[ If YES go to Question 7 ]

6 Was there any evidence from the police report or autopsy of a long-standing drug or solvent-abusing history?

Yes No Not Known N/A

7 Do you believe this overdose to have been: accidental

suicidal

homicidal

or unknown/uncertain?

8 Were the drugs prescribed to the deceased? Yes No Not Known N/A

9 Any other comments or information which may help in coding this death?
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101 Drug-related deaths : 1994 - 1999

Source : General Register Office for Scotland.

  227   30   7   45   31 340

  25 -   1   2   1  29
 9   2   1   8   9  29
- - - - - -

  4  1 -   1   3  9
  8   1 -   1   1  11
  7  1   2 2   7 19

  26   7  1   6   2  42
  90  5 -   12   5  112
  1   4 -   3 -  8

  16 4   1   4   2  27
  28   5 -   4   1  38

- -   - 1  - 1
- - - - - -

  12 -   1   1 - 14
  1 - - - - 1

Scotland

Argyll & Clyde
Ayrshire & Arran
Borders
Dumfries & Galloway
Fife
Forth Valley
Grampian
Greater Glasgow
Highland
Lanarkshire
Lothian
Orkney
Shetland
Tayside
Western Isles

102 Drug-related deaths : 1999
health board of residence

Source : General Register Office for Scotland.

103 Drug-related deaths : 1999
age group

Opiates etc. Two One Drug Total
or drug not

more stated
drugs

Source : General Register Office for Scotland.

Persons not known or not suspected to be drug dependent

Drug-related deaths in Scotland, 1999

1994 139 34 7 55 12 247
1995 155 14 9 53 20 251
1996 172 15 9 38 33 267
1997 142 32 18 45 26 263
1998 179 30 7 37 23 276
1999 227 30 7 45 31 340

1 Key Opiates (e.g. morphine, heroin, methadone, pethidine) and illegal drugs (e.g. cocaine, ecstasy, LSD).
2 Two or more drugs in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).
3 Single drug in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).

All ages 227 30 7 45 31 340

Under 25 74 9 2 3 5 93
25 - 44 147 20 4 30 19 220
45 and over 6 1 1 12 7 27

1 Key Opiates (e.g. morphine, heroin, methadone, pethidine) and illegal drugs (e.g. cocaine, ecstasy, LSD).
2 Two or more drugs in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).
3 Single drug in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).

1 Key Opiates (e.g. morphine, heroin, methadone, pethidine) and illegal drugs (e.g. cocaine, ecstasy, LSD).
2 Two or more drugs in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).
3 Single drug in therapeutic use (excluding ‘Opiates etc.’).

Persons
known or
suspected
to be
drug-
dependent  2

 3

 1

Opiates etc. Two One Drug Total
or drug not

more stated
drugs

Persons not known or not suspected to be drug dependentPersons
known or
suspected
to be
drug-
dependent  2

 3

 1

Opiates etc. Two One Drug Total
or drug not

more stated
drugs

Persons not known or not suspected to be drug dependentPersons
known or
suspected
to be
drug-
dependent  2

 3

 1
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Scotland

Argyll & Clyde
Ayrshiire & Arran
Borders
Dumfries & Galloway
Fife
Forth Valley
Grampian
Greater Glasgow
Highland
Lanarkshire
Lothian
Orkney
Shetland
Tayside
Western Isles

104 Number of deaths involving selected drugs 1 : 1999
health board of residence

Source : General Register Office for Scotland.

Heroin / Diazepam Methadone Temazepam Ecstasy Cocaine
Morphine

Notes on table headings

1 Individual deaths often involved more than one of these drugs.  The numbers given are mentions of the drug and should not be added to give total deaths.

Drug-related deaths in Scotland, 1999

Table heading Persons known or Persons not known or suspected to be
suspected to be drug-dependent
drug-dependent

ICD-9 codes 304 E850-E858 (accidental) & E980 (undetermined)

Drugs included All except solvents Opiates etc. Key opiates (e.g. morphine, heroin, methadone, pethidine)
(ICD9 3046 and illegal drugs (e.g. cocaine, ecstasy, LSD)

Two or more Two or more drugs in therapeutic use (excluding “opiates etc.”)
drugs

One  drug Single drug in therapeutic use (excluding “opiates etc.”)

  163   135   62   52   11   7

  20   17   1   7 - -
  7   7   4   1 - -

- - - - - -
  5   2 -   1 - -
  6 -   1 -   1 -
  4 - - - - -

  25   14   7   5   4   1
  69   58   19   33   3   2
  3   2   1 - - -

  16   6   3   2   1   1
  7   19   19   3   1   2

- - - - - -
- - - - - -

  1   9   7 -   1 -
-   1 - - -   1


